
Bottom markings of cable trays

Article Overview

Bottom markings on cable trays indicate manufacturer information, load ratings, material type, and

compliance with standards to ensure proper installation and safety.

Purpose of Bottom Markings

Bottom markings on cable trays serve several critical functions:

o Identification of Manufacturer and Model: Markings often include the manufacturer's name or logo and the

specific tray model, which helps in verifying compatibility with other components and for maintenance

purposes .

o Load Rating and Span Information: Trays are marked with maximum load capacities and recommended span

lengths to prevent overloading and ensure structural integrity .

o Material and Finish: The markings may indicate the material (e.g., aluminum, galvanized steel, stainless

steel) and any protective coatings, which is essential for corrosion resistance and suitability in specific

environments .

o Compliance and Standards: Bottom markings often include references to standards such as IEC 61537, UL,

or NEMA, confirming that the tray meets international or national safety and performance requirements .

o Installation Guidance: Some trays include markings for proper orientation, alignment, or spacing of rungs,

which is particularly important for ladder or perforated trays to maintain cable support and airflow .

Types of Bottom Markings

o Stamped or Embossed Marks: Permanent markings pressed into the metal surface, often including load

ratings, material type, and manufacturer information.

o Painted or Printed Labels: Used for temporary identification or color-coding for specific cable types or

circuits.

o Engraved or Laser-Marked Codes: High-precision markings for traceability, especially in industrial or

critical installations.

Considerations for Installation

o Ensure that markings are visible after installation, especially for trays mounted overhead or in confined

spaces.

o Verify that the tray's load rating and material match the intended cable type and environmental conditions.

o Follow manufacturer instructions and IEC 61537 guidelines for proper support, spacing, and grounding to

maintain safety and performance . Bottom markings are essential for safe, compliant, and efficient cable

management, providing installers and maintenance personnel with critical information about the tray's
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capabilities and specifications.

It describes the different types of cable trays, including ladder, solid bottom, trough, channel, wire mesh, and

single rail trays. It also

Cable trays support insulated electrical cables in industrial and commercial settings. There

Not all cable trays are equivalent. The mechanical and electrical characteristics, tests, certifications, overall

quality management,

Cable tray system shall be used for laying of MV and LV power, control, instrumentation and special cables in

the

To install the cable tray supports, first find the required elevation from the floor to the bottom of the cable tray

and establish a level

4.2.2 Metallic cable trays shall have adequate mechanical strength and rigidity to provide adequate support

without undue deflection.

Purchase UL 568. FG 1, Fiberglass Cable Tray Systems Covers construction and test requirements for

continuous, complete

There are several types of cable trays, including but not limited to ladder trays, solid bottom cable trays,

trough,

We partnered with the Eaton B-Line series experts for this article detailing the NEMA

The document discusses cable trays, which are structures used to securely support and distribute cables. It

describes the different

contents Contents of the Best Practice Guide to Wire and Cable Marking by Graphic Products, Inc. 3 Have

you Identified all

NEMA VE 1-2017 Specifies requirements for metal cable trays and associated fittings designed for use in

accordance with the rules

In designing supports for a cable tray system, consideration should be given to the loads associated with future

cable additions and
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In accordance with its continuous impro-vement policy, Legrand reserves the right to change the specifications

and illus-trations

We manufacture a wide range of products capable of providing the characteristics which respond to the

proposed application, along

NEC Article 392 explains cable trays, their components, appropriate wiring methods for
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