
Cable trays for electrical control cabinets

Article Overview

Proper cable tray installation ensures safe, organized, and code-compliant routing of electrical cables in

control cabinets and industrial setups.

Planning and Design

Before installation, plan the cable tray route carefully, considering the location of electrical panels, control

cabinets, and other equipment. Assess the types and quantity of cables, including future expansion needs, and

calculate the total load to select trays with adequate weight-bearing capacity ( ). Ensure the layout avoids

interference with other systems and maintains proper clearances for maintenance access, typically at least 12

inches above the tray ( ).

Selecting Tray Type and Material

Choose the appropriate tray type based on cable type, load, and environment:

o Ladder trays: Ideal for power cables; provide ventilation and easy cable entry ( ).

o Ventilated trough trays: Offer continuous support for smaller control and instrumentation cables ( ).

o Solid-bottom trays: Suitable where heat generation is minimal or for aesthetic purposes ( ).

o Wire mesh or channel trays: Used for light cables or where electromagnetic interference protection is needed

( ). Select materials according to environmental conditions:

o Steel (galvanized or stainless): Strong and durable for industrial environments.

o Aluminum: Lightweight with excellent corrosion resistance.

o Fiberglass-reinforced plastic (FRP): Non-conductive and corrosion-resistant, ideal for corrosive or

high-moisture areas ( ).

Installation Guidelines

o Support and Mounting: Use proper brackets and clamps, spacing supports typically 1.5-3 meters apart

depending on tray type and load ( ). Ensure trays are level and aligned.

o Cable Fill and Separation: Do not exceed 40% fill for power cables and 50% for control cables. Maintain

separation between high-power and low-power cables to prevent electromagnetic interference ( ).

o Bending and Routing: Respect minimum bend radii for cables exiting trays. Rung spacing of 150-230 mm is

recommended for instrumentation and control cables ( ).

o Grounding and Bonding: Metallic trays can serve as equipment grounding conductors if compliant with

NEC requirements ( ).

o Environmental Considerations: Use sunlight-resistant cables outdoors and expansion splice plates to

accommodate thermal expansion. In plenum spaces, fire-rated ties are required ( ).
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Compliance and Safety

Follow NEC Article 392 and local electrical codes to ensure safety and compliance. Avoid installing trays in

hoistways or enclosed spaces, and ensure trays remain accessible for maintenance ( ). Proper installation

minimizes risks of overheating, fire, and mechanical failure while facilitating future upgrades and maintenance

( ). By adhering to these guidelines, you can achieve a safe, organized, and scalable cable tray system for

electrical control cabinets, ensuring long-term reliability and compliance with industry standards.

The Cable Tray Institute (CTI) was founded in 1991 to support the cable tray industry by engaging in research,

development,

The best cable management depends on your environment and goals. See how trays, raceways, and ties

perform in

Choose from our selection of cable trays, including over 850 products in a wide range of styles and sizes.

Same and Next Day Delivery.

Cable trays and baskets are designed to help support and route cable bundles in an organized manner along

ceilings or walls. Shop

With our cable trays with integrated ends, Trayco&#174; is constantly looking for solutions that increase our

customers'' competitiveness

Types of Cable Trays and Sizes Explore various cable tray types and sizes for electrical installations.

kable kontrol zinc plated wire basket style cable trays are designed to route cables overhead in a organized

manner while facilitating

Explore the types of cable trays, their advantages, applications, and standard sizes. Learn how they improve

cable

ABB designs and manufactures cable tray systems, including perforated tray, cable ladder, channel tray and

strut (metal framing),

Browse our range of quality electrical cable trays, racks and tray systems online. Find dimensions and sizes

that work for your

Are you looking for high-quality Cable Trays for improved cable management and organisation? Look no
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further than our extensive

Failures of various kinds in power distribution systems, automation systems or electrical parts of machines

could lead

A cable tray is a structural system used to support and manage electrical cables in various settings, such as

industrial, commercial,

Cable trays are components of support systems for power and communications cables and wires. A cable tray

system supports and

The walkable cable tray system for effective protection of supply cables In modern industrial plants, the

SOLID-BOTTOM CABLE TRAY Providing additional cable protection, solid-bottom cable tray is sometimes

preferred to support and
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