
Can a secondary distribution box be
fitted with a socket 

Article Overview

Yes, a secondary distribution box can be fitted with a socket, provided it is installed correctly with appropriate

protection and wiring according to electrical regulations.

Key Considerations

Secondary distribution boxes (or sub-panels) are designed to distribute electricity safely to multiple circuits in

a building or outbuilding. They can supply lighting, power tools, or sockets, but the installation must comply

with safety standards such as BS 7671 in the UK or equivalent local codes .

Wiring and Protection

o Each socket or group of sockets should be connected via a dedicated circuit from the secondary box.

o Circuits can be configured as ring circuits or radials. Ring circuits allow multiple sockets on a loop, while

radial circuits are simpler and terminate at the last socket .

o Circuit protection is essential. Each socket circuit should have its own RCBO or RCD to prevent electric

shock and isolate faults .

o The supply cable from the main consumer unit to the secondary box must be adequately rated for the total

load, considering the number of sockets and appliances .

Installation Guidelines

o Install the secondary box in a dry, accessible location with proper ventilation and at a suitable height

(typically around 1.5 meters), .

o Ensure earthing arrangements are correct, especially for outbuildings, to prevent electric shock .

o Label all circuits clearly and avoid exceeding the maximum load of the secondary box or supply cable .

o For outdoor or shed installations, follow Part P of the Building Regulations and use a qualified electrician

for certification .

Practical Example

In a shed, a secondary consumer unit can feed:

o A 6A lighting circuit

o A 16A socket circuit Both circuits are protected by their own RCBOs, allowing safe use of power tools and

other appliances without overloading the supply .

Page 1/3



Can a secondary distribution box be
fitted with a socket 

Summary

Fitting a socket to a secondary distribution box is permissible and common, but it must be done with proper

circuit protection, correct cable sizing, and compliance with electrical regulations. Using a qualified electrician

ensures safety, reliability, and legal compliance.

Consumer units are the hub of every electrical installation and an electrical safety device essential to every

home or business. So, it''s

When the cable is in position and the mounting box is fitted you are ready to fit the socket in place. Usually

one of two circumstances

Therefore, equipped and/or socket ''combination boxes'' and ''fuse distribution boxes'' that can be equipped are

offered with flexible,

Adheres to the principle of "one machine, one circuit breaker, one RCD, one box, one lock," prohibiting a

single circuit breaker from

Not sure if you can spur a twin socket from an existing one? Find out when it''s allowed, the difference

between fused and unfused

Learn to install a double socket with our easy-to-follow guide. Ensure safe and efficient electrical upgrades in

your home.

New socket in place on wall Extending a ring main is a detailed electrical job, but it can solve the common

Learn how to install a distribution box safely and correctly. Covers wiring, placement, standards, and expert

tips for a

Plug sockets are made up of three main parts: Backbox - A backbox (also called a pattress or mounting box)

can be recessed into a

How to Wire a Spur Socket Need to add a socket? This project is about how to wire a spur socket or

When a breaker panel becomes overcrowded with circuits, you may need to install a subpanel. This subpanel

actually

The SDB can be fitted with terminal blocks for custom wiring. The Secondary Distribution Box (SDB) is
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provided in powder coated

6) The electrical appliances in the distribution box shall be first installed on the non-metallic or wooden

insulated electrical installation

How to connect a double socket: installing a double socket in one socket box A socket with a double

connector will provide the ability

Learn how to choose a distribution box and understand its internal structure, including MCBs, busbars, neutral

bars,

To increase the number of sockets in your home either convert existing single-socket outlets to doubles or fit

additional sockets.

Web: https://bssoda.pl
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