
Can an electrical distribution box be
installed in a stairwell 

Article Overview

Electrical distribution boxes cannot be installed directly over stair steps, and their placement in stairwells is

heavily restricted by code and safety requirements.

NEC and Safety Considerations

According to the National Electrical Code (NEC), overcurrent protective devices such as panelboards cannot

be installed over the steps of a stairway (NEC 240.24(F)), . The panel must have a clear working space in front

of it, typically 30 inches wide, 36 inches deep, and 6.5 feet high, to allow safe access for servicing (NEC

110.26(A)), . Installing a panel directly on stairs or in a confined under-stair area often fails to meet these

clearance requirements due to limited floor space and headroom .

Stairwell and Egress Restrictions

Building codes generally prohibit placing electrical panels in stairways or other means of egress unless the

equipment specifically serves the stairway, such as lighting or pressurization systems . Stairwells are

considered exit routes, and placing a panel there could obstruct safe evacuation. Even if the panel is recessed,

it may void the fire rating of the stairway if it is fire-rated .

Practical Installation Options

o Landing Placement: A panel can be installed on a stair landing if it does not interfere with steps and

maintains the required working space .

o Alternative Locations: Consider placing the distribution box in a nearby hallway, utility room, or closet that

is dry, accessible, and free from combustible materials .

o Clearances: Ensure the panel's door can open fully (90?) and that no appliances or stored items infringe on

the required service area .

Key Takeaways

o Do not install panels over stair steps or in exit passageways.

o Maintain NEC-required working space for safety and code compliance.

o Use stair landings or alternative accessible locations for distribution boxes.

o Check local building codes, as some jurisdictions adopt additional restrictions beyond the NEC. Following

these guidelines ensures both safety and compliance while avoiding potential fire hazards or egress

obstructions.
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There isn''t any restriction of what can be inside a fire-resistance-rated assembly in regard to plumbing,

electrical, or

In modern electrical systems, cable distribution boxes (also known as electrical distribution boxes or

distribution

Learn how to install a distribution box safely and correctly. Covers wiring, placement, standards, and expert

tips for a

There are a couple of requirements from NFPA 101 and the 2020 NEC that prohibit installing conduit or

wiring not

Other locations where an electric panel cannot be located are clothes closets and bathrooms; and, obviously,

there

This puts everyone on the same page, informing all parties involved in the electrical design, build, installation,

and

Can I install a panel in a single dwelling in the basement that has no stairs inside? The only route to access the

panel

Hier sollte eine Beschreibung angezeigt werden, diese Seite l&#228;sst dies jedoch nicht zu.

Rated wall construction in stairwell requires panels to be equivalent fire rated as well. Panels will require

access by

For the sake of brevity, The National Electrical Code outlines that a breaker box must be installed in an area

that

Installation of electrical distribution box in stairwell A professional electrician will have the experience and

knowledge needed to

NEC Article 314 establishes requirements for the installation and use of electrical boxes, conduit bodies,

fittings, and

Just because you can do it does not mean it''s a good idea. We have inspected condo units with the panel at the

top

Page 2/3



Can an electrical distribution box be
installed in a stairwell 

That replaces previous code edition language which stated that stairwells can only be used for exiting (you

don''t set

NEC Article 408 covers switchboards, switchgear, and Panelboards installation and applications. Here are

some key NEC - 2023

Section 7.1.3.2.1 (10) (b) of the 2018 NFPA 101 Life Safety Code, prohibits installing conduits in a separated

exit enclosure or stair
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