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Article Overview

Electrical cable trays must comply with NEC Article 392, OSHA regulations, and manufacturer specifications
for type, load, support, and installation to ensure safety and reliability.

Regulatory Compliance

Cable tray installations are governed primarily by NEC Article 392, which provides guidance on selection,
installation, support, and cable fill to prevent electrical hazards and fire risks . OSHA regulations (29 CFR
1910.305(a)(3)) require that metallic trays can serve as grounding conductors and that installations maintain a
safe workplace . Compliance with NEC and OSHA ensures that cable trays are properly supported, protected,
and capable of handling electrical loads safely.

Types and Materials

Cable trays come in various configurations, including ladder, ventilated trough, solid bottom, wire mesh, and
single rail . Materials include steel, stainless steel, aluminum, and fiberglass-reinforced plastic (FRP), with
options for PVC coating or galvanization for corrosion resistance . The choice of tray type and material
depends on cable type, environmental conditions, and load requirements.

Load and Cable Fill

Safe loading is determined by three main factors: manufacturer-specified weight limits, cable fill based on
cross-sectional area, and conductor spacing . Proper sizing ensures that trays can support current and future
cable needs without exceeding structural limits. Overfilling can lead to overheating and mechanical stress.

Support and Span Requirements

Cable trays must be supported at intervals specified by the manufacturer and NEC guidance . Typical support
spans vary by tray type and installation environment:

0 Short span trays: supported every 6-8 feet

o Intermediate span trays. supported every 10-12 feet

0 Long span trays: supported every 14-20 feet

0 Extra-long span trays:. supported over 20 feet, sometimes up to 40 feet for outdoor crossings Support
placement affects tray strength, and splice plates are used to connect tray sections, ensuring structural

integrity.

Environmental and Safety Considerations
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Covers or ventilated louvers protect cables from physical damage, UV exposure, and environmental hazards .
Outdoor installations may require a minimum height of 2.5 meters (8 ft.) above grade to prevent vehicular
damage. FRP trays are preferred in corrosive or high-moisture environments due to their non-conductive and
corrosion-resistant properties.

Design and Planning

Designers should anticipate current and future cable loads, environmental factors, and electromagnetic forces
when selecting tray type, size, and support . Proper planning ensures efficient cable management, heat
dissipation, and ease of maintenance. Ladder trays are ideal for large power cables due to ventilation, while
ventilated troughs support smaller control and instrumentation cables.

Summary

To meet electrical cable tray requirements:

o Follow NEC Article 392 and OSHA regulations for safety and grounding.

0 Select the appropriate tray type, material, and size for the application.

o Ensure proper cablefill, load capacity, and conductor spacing.

o Install supports at recommended intervals and use splice plates for long runs.
o Protect cables with covers or louvers and consider environmental factors.

o Plan for future expansion and maintenance to maintain system reliability . These practices ensure a safe,
code-compliant, and durable cable tray system suitable for industrial and commercial installations.

This guide for engineers and installers has been developed by ABB as a practical reference regarding cable
tray characteristics,

Cable Tray Systems Guide HUBBELL Hubbell Wiring Device-Kellems and Hubbell Premise Wiring are
divisions of Hubbell

This guide coversthe critical steps, from selecting the right electrical cable tray and performing accurate
Cable Tray as EGC: In maintained facilities, the tray itself can serve asthe EGC if it meets

Cable ladder is more commonly used where heavier cables need to be carried, but is more expensive. Apart
from the

Is your cable tray system optimized for safety, dependability, space and cost savings? Cable tray (or cable
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ladder) systems are a

For metal cable tray, bonding jumpers are required for electrical continuity, unless the splice plates meet the
electrical continuity

SPEC Cable Trays - Free download as Word Doc (.doc), PDF File (.pdf), Text File (.txt) or read online for
free. This document

To install the cable tray supports, first find the required elevation from the floor to the bottom of the cable tray
and establish alevel

Complete guide to cable tray systems per NEC Article 392. Learn about ladder, solid bottom, ventilated
trough, wire mesh, and

Tray cables (TC) are multi-conductor cables designed and rated for installation in cable trays and raceways or

The local trays indicate the support of one or several cables (in limited number) from the main cable tray to
the electrical equipment

Where necessary, cable tray systems and cable ladder systems can be used for the arrangement of cables into
groups. This

Specifies requirements for metal cable trays and associated fittings designed for use in accordance with the
rules of Canadian

Core rules for selecting, installing, grounding, and filling cable trays--clearances, materials, separation, and
bonding

This guide covers cable ladder systems, cable tray systems, channel support systems and associated supports
intended for the

Web: https://bssoda.pl
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