
Fire-resistant cable trays are
recommended 

Article Overview

Choosing the right fire-resistant cable tray involves evaluating material, fire rating, load capacity, ventilation,

and compliance with local and international standards.

Key Considerations for Selection

1. Material Choice

o Steel Cable Trays: Hot-dip galvanized (HDG) or stainless steel trays offer excellent fire resistance, high

load-bearing capacity, and durability, making them ideal for industrial and commercial applications .

o Aluminum Trays: Lightweight, corrosion-resistant, and easier to install, but may provide slightly lower fire

resistance compared to steel .

o Fiberglass/FRP Trays: Non-corrosive and high fire rating, suitable for chemical plants or coastal areas,

though they have lower load capacity . 2. Fire Resistance Rating

o Select trays based on international standards such as UL 94 or IEC 60695-5-11 .

o Fire ratings (e.g., EI 60, 90, 120) indicate the duration the tray can maintain integrity under fire conditions .

o For critical installations, higher-rated trays provide additional safety and compliance assurance. 3.

Fireproofing Methods

o Aluminized Polypropylene Scrim Encapsulation (Wrapping): Provides insulation and reflective protection .

o Intumescent Coatings: Expand under heat to maintain fire compartmentalization .

o Ensure coatings or wraps are compatible with the tray material and environmental conditions. 4. Tray

Design and Ventilation

o Perforated or ladder-type trays improve airflow, reduce heat buildup, and minimize fire risk .

o Avoid overcrowding cables; proper spacing prevents overheating and insulation damage .

o Use cable separators, covers, and clamps to maintain organization and airflow. 5. Load Capacity and Size

o Assess the number and weight of cables to select trays with sufficient width and mechanical strength .

o Overloaded trays increase fire risk and reduce system reliability. 6. Compliance and Certification

o CE Marking: Indicates conformity with European standards, but may not suffice for all regions .

o ECAS Certification: Required for UAE projects and ensures fire-tested assembly compliance .

o ATEX Directive: Necessary for installations in hazardous areas .

o Hardware such as SS316 stainless steel banding is recommended for harsh environments. 7. Installation and

Maintenance

o Align tray routing with building structure, minimizing detours and overlaps .

o Segregate power and signal cables to reduce electromagnetic interference .

o Routine inspection and preventive maintenance help detect damaged cables, loose connections, or corrosion

before they pose fire hazards .
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Summary

Selecting fire-resistant cable trays requires a holistic approach: choose the right material, ensure adequate fire

rating, maintain proper ventilation, comply with local and international standards, and plan for installation and

maintenance. Proper selection not only reduces fire risk but also enhances system reliability, cable lifespan,

and safety for occupants and equipment .

A practical specification guide for choosing fire resistant cable tray systems in commercial and industrial

electrical projects.

Safety of a cable tray is not a matter of compliance with codes, but a matter of saving

Fire protection solutions to protect cables, cable trays and cable systems. Discover our tested cable

Learn how Cable Trays and Fire Protection Systems work together. They protect cables and help fire alarms,

The Cable Tray Institute is making available the current edition of this practical guide for the proper

installation of aluminum or steel

Cable Tray Technical Guide A practical guide to product selection and installation This guide for engineers

and installers has been

Options for Meeting Fire Protection Standards A wide range of options is available to protect

Cable tray type, ducts and conduits Although the type of cable and conductor is the

Surfaces should be coated with fire-retardant paint to slow flame spread and increase heat resistance.

Discover everything about cable trays in industrial settings: types, benefits, installation tips, and compliance

with NEC

By choosing fire-resistant FRP cable trays, incorporating flame-retardant additives, and following proper

installation

Learn how fire-resistant cable tray improves electrical safety, system stability, and emergency power

protection in

One of the most significant fire protection requirements for processing facilities and offshore locations is the
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need to

Explore the importance of fire-resistant cable trays in high-risk environments. Learn about

Fire-resistant trays must be made from non-combustible or flame-retardant materials such as: Galvanized

Cable tray installed in a hazardous location must contain only those cables that are appropriate for this type of

environment as
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