
How to connect a network port to a fiber
optic FC interface 

Article Overview

You cannot directly connect a standard Ethernet network port to a native Fibre Channel interface; you must

use either a Fibre Channel HBA or a Converged Network Adapter (CNA) with FCoE support.

Understanding the Technology

Fibre Channel (FC) and Ethernet are distinct protocols designed for different purposes. FC is primarily used

for high-speed storage networks, while Ethernet handles general network traffic. A standard Ethernet port

cannot transport native FC traffic, and plugging an FC cable into an Ethernet switch will not work . To carry

both Ethernet and FC traffic over the same physical link, you need Fibre Channel over Ethernet (FCoE) and a

CNA that supports it .

Hardware Requirements

o Fibre Channel HBA: Connects a server directly to an FC SAN. It only supports FC traffic and cannot act as

a standard Ethernet interface .

o Converged Network Adapter (CNA): Combines HBA and NIC functionality, allowing FCoE traffic over

Ethernet. This is required if you want to use Ethernet infrastructure to carry FC traffic .

o FC Switch or SAN: The FC port must connect to an F_Port on an FC switch or storage device .

Configuring the FC Interface

o Assign the port as an FC interface: On switches like Juniper QFX or Cisco Nexus, configure the physical

port as an FC port using CLI commands. For example, on Juniper, ports xe-0/0/0 through xe-0/0/5 can be

converted to fc-0/0/0 through fc-0/0/5 .

o Set port mode: Choose the appropriate mode (F_Port for connecting to a host, E_Port for switch-to-switch

links, NP_Port for NPV mode) depending on the topology .

o Configure optional parameters: Set port speed, buffer-to-buffer credit (BB_SC_N), and loopback if needed.

BB_SC_N ensures reliable frame delivery between FC interfaces .

o Assign to a VSAN or FCoE VLAN: For FCoE, associate the FC interface with a VLAN to separate storage

traffic from regular Ethernet traffic .

Connecting Two Hosts Directly

Directly connecting two FC HBAs without a switch is possible but not recommended for standard networking.

FC HBAs are designed for storage traffic, not general-purpose IP networking. Linux no longer supports IP

over FC (IPoFC) in most distributions, so using FC as a simple network interface is generally unsupported .

Summary
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o Direct Ethernet-to-FC connection is not possible. Use a CNA for FCoE if Ethernet infrastructure must carry

FC traffic.

o Use an FC HBA to connect servers to a SAN via an FC switch.

o Configure the FC port with the correct mode, speed, and optional parameters.

o Assign the port to a VSAN or FCoE VLAN to integrate with the storage network. Following these steps

ensures proper connectivity between your server or network device and a Fibre Channel storage network while

maintaining protocol compatibility and performance.

The FC connector is one of the most significant in fiber optic communications. The FC

The network of switches in a fibre channel habitat is referred to as a fabric. Ports on one node can

communicate with

Master how to connect fiber optic cable with our detailed guide. Step-by-step instructions to ensure you

achieve the

Explore common fiber connector types such as LC, SC, FC, ST, MPO/MTP, and VSFF connectors including

CS, SN,

A port in Fibre Channel terminology is any entity that actively communicates over the network, not

necessarily a hardware port. This

US1GC30SFP is a USB-C to open SFP fiber optic converter that lets you connect a

A physical Fibre Channel interface can be configured as an E port, an F port, or an SD port. Interfaces may

also be configured in

Fiber optic connectors are an essential component of any fiber optic network, allowing for the connection and

transmission of optical

Unlock the potential of your network by integrating fiber optic cable with Ethernet ports. Experience

high-speed data

Each Fibre Channel port can be used as a downlink (connected to a server) or as an uplink (connected to the

data center SAN

When a switch functions as an FCoE-FC gateway to connect FCoE devices on an Ethernet network to a Fibre
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Here is an overview of the connectors used to connect fiber-optic cables to the optical interface of network

Learn how network switches connect to fiber optics for fast and reliable data transmission.

Only one network interface (LIF) can be assigned to the port after it is configured for direct attachment. The

port can support the FC

The fiber connector types, sometimes referred to as terminations, link fiber optic cables

A comprehensive guide to fiber optic connectors including FC, SC, LC, ST, and MPO/MTP types.

Web: https://bssoda.pl
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