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Article Overview

The South Ethiopia Regional State was officialy established on August 19, 2023, following a successful
referendum, marking a significant step towards regional autonomy in Ethiopia.

Formation and Significance

The South Ethiopia Regional State is the 12th regional state in Ethiopia, created from parts of the Southern
Nations, Nationalities, and Peoples Region (SNNPR). This new region was formed in response to
long-standing demands for greater self-governance and representation among the diverse ethnic groups in the
area. The establishment of this region is part of a broader trend of decentralization in Ethiopia, amed at
addressing ethnic and regional identities within the federal system .

Administrative Structure

o Capital: The capital of the South Ethiopia Regional State is Wolaita Sodo.

o Administrative Centers. The region includes several administrative centers, such as Dilla, Arba Minch,
Sawla, Karati, and Jinka.

0 Governance: The region is expected to enhance local governance and promote economic and socia
devel opment, fostering cooperation among various ethnic groups .

Context of Creation

The creation of the South Ethiopia Regional State follows a referendum held in February 2023, where voters
overwhelmingly supported the formation of a new region. This decision reflects the ongoing political changes
in Ethiopia under Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed, who has encouraged regional autonomy and self-determination
since taking office in 2018. The establishment of this region is part of a series of changes that have seen other
regions, such as Sidama and South West Ethiopia, formed from the SNNPR in recent years . The South
Ethiopia Regional State represents a significant shift in Ethiopia's administrative landscape, aiming to better
reflect the country's ethnic diversity and promote local governance.

The regions of Ethiopia are administratively divided into 62 zones (Amharic: ?? zon?, Oromo: Godina). The
exact number of

For example, in 2021 a new region (South West Ethiopia Peoples’ Region) was created by special
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Why Ethiopia's Tigray could be on the brink of another conflict Fears of instability rise again
This new regional state is expected to play avital role in promoting economic and social development

The creation of "South Ethiopia Region” - the third new state created since Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed came
to power in

A conflict in northern Ethiopiais threatening to destabilise the region. Thisiswhy it erupted.

The Sidama Region was created in June 2020. The South West Ethiopia Region was created on 23 November
2021 following a

Ethiopia Administrative Regions, Cities and Population - Ethiopia is a Federa Democratic Republic
composed of 9 National Regional

A visual guideto Ethiopia’s ethnic groups and conflict areas Ethiopia has faced near

The South West Ethiopia Region was created on 23 November 2021 following a successful referendum earlier
that year. The new

Ethiopia’s upper house of parliament on Wednesday & quot;unanimously& quot; gave the green light to the
creation of a12th

Ethiopia's Afar region has said it came under attack from the forces of neighbouring Tigray, accusing it of
Seizing

Ethiopia has been experiencing an increase in violent conflicts associated with borders and self-administration
demands in the post

The Tigray Region (or smply Tigray; officialy the Tigray National Regional State) is the northernmost
regional statein

This week the formation of the South Ethiopia region as the 12th regional state in Ethiopia with its capital in
Arba
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