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Article Overview

Overhead fiber optic cables are installed on poles or existing aerial infrastructure, offering a cost-effective,

fast, and flexible alternative to underground deployment.

Overview of Overhead Installation

Overhead or aerial fiber optic installation involves suspending optical cables above ground on utility poles,

towers, or other supports instead of burying them underground . This method is particularly advantageous in

areas where trenching is difficult, such as rocky, marshy, or uneven terrain, and in rural or suburban regions

where cost and speed are critical . Existing poles, whether wooden, concrete, or steel, can often be used,

reducing construction time and expenses .

Cable Types and Support

There are two primary types of overhead fiber optic cables:

o All-Dielectric Self-Supporting (ADSS) cables: These cables do not require metallic support and can be

installed near power lines .

o Messenger-supported cables: These use a steel strand or messenger wire to support the cable along the poles

. The cables are typically hung or lashed to the support wire, with careful attention to tension and sag to

prevent damage from wind, ice, or other environmental stresses . Galvanized steel strands (e.g., 7/2.2 mm) are

commonly used for suspension, and the sag and elongation of the cable must be calculated to maintain proper

clearance and mechanical integrity .

Installation Requirements

Key considerations for overhead fiber installation include:

o Pole spacing: 25-40 meters in urban areas, 40-50 meters in suburban areas, and up to 67 meters in extreme

environments .

o Cable jacket: Polyethylene (PE) with carbon black is preferred for UV protection .

o Safety: Workers must use personal protective equipment, maintain three-point contact on ladders, and secure

safety harnesses when climbing poles .

o Route planning: Surveying, permits, and coordination with local authorities are essential before installation .

Advantages
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o Cost efficiency: Reduces excavation and conduit costs by 30-50% .

o Rapid deployment: Can be installed 2-3 times faster than underground methods .

o Ease of maintenance: Cables are accessible for inspection, repair, and upgrades .

o Flexibility: Adapts to varying terrain without extensive groundwork .

o Utilization of existing infrastructure: Leverages existing poles and supports, minimizing new construction .

Challenges

o Environmental exposure: Susceptible to storms, ice, floods, and UV degradation .

o Mechanical stress: Requires careful tensioning and sag management to prevent cable damage .

o Vandalism and wildlife: Birds or other animals can damage overhead lines .

o Safety risks: Working at height near power lines requires strict adherence to safety protocols .

Practical Considerations

Overhead fiber optic cables are ideal for secondary trunk lines, long-distance rural connections, and areas

where underground installation is impractical . Proper planning includes determining splice points, slack

storage, and access for maintenance vehicles . The combination of ADSS or messenger-supported cables with

existing pole infrastructure allows for efficient, reliable, and cost-effective network expansion .

330 kV overhead power lines An overhead power line is a structure used in electric power transmission

This comprehensive guide delves into the installation requirements, explores the two primary cable types--self

Different environments demand different fiber optic cable installation methods: aerial cables

most available communication space on the pole. Installation of aerial fiber optic cable routes on joint-use

pole lines is possible if

This standard describes procedures for installing and testing cabling networks that use fiber optic cables and

related components to

What is Overhead or Aerial installation? Overhead installation refers to the process of

Overhead fiber optic cable is an optical cable installed on poles. One of the most advantage for the overhead

fiber

Abstract An aerial cable is an insulated cable usually containing all fibres required for a telecommunication
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line, which is suspended

This document discusses overhead fiber optic cables, which are used for long-distance communications and

installed on poles using

Therefore, when laying aerial fibers in cold areas, attention should be paid to the temperature characteristics of

the

Overhead installation refers to the process of aerially deploying fiber optic cables on utility

Most false floor systems include cable trays for fiber optic cables. An armored indoor cables is sometimes

used in underfloor

Learn the key types of aerial fiber cables, essential pole hardware, and field-safe installation practices to

The objective of this document is to be an optical fibre cable installation and laying guide, addressed to new

installers, also being

A utility pole, commonly referred to as a transmission pole, telephone pole, telecommunication pole, power

pole, hydro pole,

There are three common laying methods for outdoor optical cables, namely: underground

Web: https://bssoda.pl

Page 3/3


