
Prohibitions on the Use of Optical
Modules

Article Overview

The use of optical modules is subject to manufacturer certification requirements, regulatory compliance, and

export control restrictions, with non-certified or restricted modules potentially causing operational, safety, or

legal issues.

Manufacturer-Specific Restrictions

Many network equipment vendors impose strict rules on which optical modules can be used with their

devices. For example, Huawei switches require the use of Huawei-certified optical modules. Non-certified

modules may compromise transmission reliability, affect service stability, and are not supported for

troubleshooting or warranty claims by Huawei . Similarly, Extreme Networks recommends using only their

certified optical modules. While third-party modules are not blocked, unapproved modules may trigger

warnings, rate limitations, or require a special license to operate at full capacity. Users assume all risks

associated with third-party modules, including potential equipment damage or personal injury .

Regulatory Compliance

Optical transceivers must comply with international standards to ensure safety, environmental protection, and

electromagnetic compatibility. Key regulatory frameworks include:

o RoHS (Restriction of Hazardous Substances): Limits hazardous materials in electronic components,

including optical modules, to protect human health and the environment .

o Laser Safety Standards (IEC 60825, FDA regulations): Protect operators from optical radiation hazards.

o EMI/EMC Standards (FCC, CISPR): Ensure modules do not interfere with other electronic equipment.

o Electrical Safety and ESD Protection: Ensure reliable operation and prevent damage to devices or personnel

. Failure to comply with these standards can result in unsafe operation, regulatory penalties, or equipment

malfunction.

Export Control and Legal Restrictions

Certain optical modules may be subject to export prohibitions or restrictions under national laws. For instance,

China maintains a Catalogue of Technologies Prohibited or Restricted from Export, which can include optical

networking technologies. Export of prohibited modules is forbidden, while restricted modules may require

government approval or licensing . These controls are intended to safeguard national security, public safety,

and compliance with international treaties.

Practical Implications

Page 1/3



Prohibitions on the Use of Optical
Modules

o Using non-certified or non-compliant optical modules can trigger alarms, reduce port performance, or void

warranties.

o Compliance with RoHS, laser safety, and EMI/EMC standards is mandatory for safe and legal deployment.

o Exporting or importing restricted modules without proper authorization may result in legal penalties. In

summary, the use of optical modules is governed by a combination of manufacturer certification rules,

international safety and environmental standards, and national export control laws. Network operators should

ensure modules are certified, compliant, and legally permissible to avoid operational, safety, and legal risks.

Hier sollte eine Beschreibung angezeigt werden, diese Seite l&#228;sst dies jedoch nicht zu.

Cisco Optics-to-Device Compatibility Matrix Comprehensive compatibility information for Cisco optical

transceivers and network

What is an Optical Transceiver? An optical transceiver, also known as a fiber optic

A CPO optical module integrates optical and electronic components to boost data center speed, efficiency, and

Learn the typical lifespan of optical transceiver modules like SFP+, QSFP+, QSFP28, QSFP-DD, OSFP.

Discover factors that affect

For optical transceivers, which contain various electronic components, circuit boards, and optical assemblies,

This article will focus on the internals of the optical transceiver including the TOSA, ROSA and BOSA, and

PCBA.

Optical modules are electronic devices used in communication systems to transmit optical signals. These

modules

In order to save power within the module, optical modules have been made that used the digital interface

definition, such as the CEI,

ABSTRACT: Current paradigms for managing pluggable optical modules require tight coupling between the

host and

Compare EML, VCSEL, and CW laser technologies in optical transceivers. Covers cost, reach, speed, the

2025 EML
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While the new RoHS exemptions are certainly a successful milestone, the administrative burdens for the

optical industry still remain,

The optical module is one of the core devices of the optical communication system, and its development has a

vital

This article will discuss in detail the safe use and protective measures of optical modules to ensure that the

optical

Explore the ultimate guide to optical modules. Learn types, functions, performance metrics

The equipment used for communications over multi-mode optical fiber is less expensive than that for

single-mode optical fiber. 
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