
Regulations on Spacing of Cable Trays
and Conduits

Article Overview

Cable trays and conduits must be spaced and supported according to standards like NEC, IEC 61537, and BS

EN 61537 to ensure safety, mechanical stability, and proper heat dissipation.

Cable Tray Support and Spacing

Horizontal Runs: Cable trays should be supported at intervals of 4 to 6 feet (1.2-1.8 meters), with the NEC

specifying a maximum of 5 feet (1.5 meters) between supports to prevent sagging and mechanical strain on

cables . Ladder-type trays require rungs spaced no more than 9 inches (229 mm) apart for single conductor

cables up to 1 inch in diameter . Vertical Runs: Cables in vertical trays should be secured at the top and at

intervals of 1.5 meters to maintain stability and prevent undue stress . Binding and Fastening: When binding

cables within trays, ties should be spaced no more than 1.5 meters apart, ensuring even tension and avoiding

cable damage . Cables should be laid straight, avoiding overlaps or protrusions, and all bends must be securely

fastened.

Conduit Spacing and Installation

Conduits, governed by IEC 61386, should be routed to minimize sharp bends and mechanical stress on cables .

Supports should follow manufacturer recommendations and align with IEC 61537 mechanical load testing

procedures. Conduits in exposed or hazardous environments may require specialized materials or coatings to

meet fireproofing or explosion-proof standards .

Clearance and Height Requirements

o Height Above Ground: Cable trays should ideally be installed at least 2.2 meters above the floor .

o Top Clearance: Maintain a minimum of 0.3 meters from ceilings or obstructions .

o Tray Width and Fill Rate: Tray width should be at least 0.1 meters, and the cross-sectional fill rate should

not exceed 50% to allow airflow and prevent overheating .

o Suspended Ceilings: For concealed installations, maintain 80 mm vertical clearance and a maximum 50%

fill rate .

Standards and Guidelines

o NEC (National Electrical Code) Article 392: Provides detailed requirements for tray types, fill capacity,

support intervals, and spacing .

o IEC 61537: Specifies design, support, and spacing requirements for cable trays globally .

o BS EN 61537: UK standard for cable ladder and tray systems, ensuring mechanical stability and
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fire-resistant support .

o NEMA VE 1 & VE 2: Offer guidance on tray construction, load capacities, and installation best practices .

Best Practices

o Ensure cables are supported to avoid mechanical strain and damage from their own weight .

o Use fire-resistant supports for all cable types to prevent premature failure .

o Plan tray and conduit routes to avoid obstructions, allow future expansion, and maintain proper ventilation .

o Conduct routine inspections to check for wear, corrosion, or damage, and tighten or replace components as

needed . Following these spacing and support regulations ensures electrical safety, mechanical integrity, and

efficient heat dissipation, while maintaining compliance with international and national standards.

Instead of large conduits, cable channel may be used very effectively to support cable drops from the cable

tray run to the equipment

Cable installed in tray is subject to many of the same considerations as cable being installed in conduit

systems. Correctly calculated

Explore the essential cable tray support spacing requirements for safe and efficient installations. Learn NEC

guidelines

Cable Tray Width Selection for Installations with 600 Volt Single Conductor Cables National Electrical Code

(NEC) Section 318-11

The complete substation control cable assembly must provide reliable service when installed in equipment

control cabinets, conduits,

This provides distances for cables based on their diameter and cable type. Prysmian was instrumental in

providing this information

Cable trays feature flexibility unmatched by conduit, as cables are easier to mark, remove and find in cable

trays. Cable trays are

The flexibility and scalability of cable trays make them an ideal choice for environments where cable density

and

A necessary space must be devoted to workers on the cable trays under the false floor (cable tray

modifications, pulling and crimping
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2. Minimum Spacing and Segregation Spacing Standards: Electrical (power) and instrumentation

(signal/control) cable trays should

Question: Is it necessary to provide tie-down cables installed in a cable tray? Answer: Yes; cables are tied

down in cable trays to

Grounding and bonding of cable trays There are three wiring options for providing an EGC in a cable tray

wiring

7.4.7 Conduit, trunking and cable tray must be installed so as to provide ease of access to cable Circuits

throughout the route.

For example, if the cables will be exposed to high temperatures, they may require additional spacing to

prevent overheating.

The information relating to capacities of conduit and trunking was also considered to be guidance and is the

reason it is no longer

TRAY AND CONDUIT TO CONDUIT SHALL BE THE SAME. 9. WHEN A BOX, PULL SLEEVE, OR

CONDULET IS INSTALLED IN

Web: https://bssoda.pl
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