
Standard wiring diagram for data center
power distribution boxes

Article Overview

A data center power distribution box (PDU or distribution cabinet) typically uses a three-phase input with

circuit breakers distributing power to multiple branches, often represented in single-line or five-line diagrams.

Overview of Power Distribution

Data center power distribution starts with the utility or medium-voltage (MV) service, which is stepped down

to low voltage (LV) via transformers located in the data center. The LV power is then routed through

switchgear and distribution panels to supply IT racks, cooling systems, lighting, and other infrastructure loads

. High-density racks may require 60A service, while standard racks often use 30A service .

Single-Line vs. Five-Line Diagrams

o Single-line diagrams represent all three phases, neutral, and ground as a single line connecting major

components like transformers, breakers, and PDUs. They are useful for high-level planning and understanding

power flow .

o Five-line diagrams show all three phases, neutral, and ground individually. These are used for detailed

wiring, troubleshooting, and analyzing ground faults or circulating currents .

Typical PDU Wiring

A standard 208V, 30A Delta PDU wiring includes:

o Input power: Three-phase lines labeled X, Y, Z, plus ground.

o Branch distribution: Each branch uses a pair of phases (XY, YZ, ZX) with a dedicated ground.

o Circuit protection: Two-pole breakers or fuses protect each branch to prevent overcurrent damage.

o Outlet distribution: Equal number of outlets per branch to balance load across phases . For higher-density

racks (60A), the number of branches is doubled to fully distribute the available current, ensuring no single

phase is overloaded .

Modular Power Distribution Cabinets

Modern data centers often use modular precision power distribution cabinets, which allow flexible

configuration for IT and non-IT loads. These cabinets can support 2N redundancy, meaning two independent

power paths supply the same load for fault tolerance . Each side of the cabinet is physically separated to

prevent a failure in one path from affecting the other, which is critical for Tier III and Tier IV data centers .
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Key Components in a Distribution Box

o Input breakers: Connect the PDU to the transformer or UPS output.

o Busbars: Conduct power to multiple branch circuits.

o Branch breakers: Protect individual circuits feeding racks or infrastructure.

o Outlets: IEC C13/C19 or NEMA receptacles for IT equipment.

o Monitoring: Optional meters or sensors for current, voltage, and power usage.

Summary

A data center power distribution box is designed to safely and efficiently distribute three-phase power to IT

and facility loads. Wiring diagrams can be represented as single-line for overview or five-line for detailed

connections, with proper circuit protection and phase balancing. Modular designs with redundancy ensure

continuous operation even during maintenance or component failure .

Download scientific diagram | Example power distribution infrastructure in a data center. from publication: A

Scalable Priority-Aware

ABB provides the data center electrification solutions to power your operations 24/7 with switchgear, RPPs,

busway, prefabricated

The mechanism bridges the gap between internal thermal management and external power infrastructure,

Summary This paper will describe the characteristics of three-phase power and outline the advantages of

distributing power with a

Data Center Power Distribution Example Power Flow. Photo: TestGuy. In the modern age of information

technology,

Schematic diagram of a datacenter. Datacenter is an example of a complex system. (GEN - Generator, T -

Power Transformer, PP

Executive summary Significant improvements in efficiency, power density, power monitoring, and

reconfigurability have been

Tracing the flow of power along its path (starting from the utility to the IT load). There are around 8 essential

facilities
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What is data center electrical design? The data center power supply chain 1. Medium

As data centers strive to become highly available as well as efficient, an important aspect of the entire data

center infrastructure that

Wiring diagram shows both PNP and NPN wiring. Actual units use PNP status indicator, NPN status

indicator, or neither. Dimensions

The adoption of 380 Vdc increases reliability, improves power quality, and eliminates the need for complex

synchronization circuits

Overview Data center managers are faced with increasingly challenging demands: supplying additional

computing power using less

Voltages ratings in data center electrical distribution Voltage standards are usually stated using two values

such as the

The diagram below helps to illustrate a typical HV and MV distribution: how power is stepped down from HV

to MV

Figure 1 provides a block diagram of an electrical distribution system showing the name and the typical

location of the electrical
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