
Thickness Standards for Cable Trays

Article Overview

Cable tray thickness typically ranges from 1.2 mm for light-duty applications to 3 mm or more for heavy-duty

industrial installations, depending on load, span, and material.

Standard Thickness Ranges

Cable tray thickness is a critical factor affecting load-bearing capacity, durability, and long-term performance.

Typical thickness standards are:

o Light-duty trays (e.g., LAN, control, or instrumentation cables in commercial offices): 1.2 mm to 1.6 mm .

o Medium-duty trays (e.g., mixed power and control cables in commercial or industrial settings): 1.6 mm to

2.0 mm .

o Heavy-duty trays (e.g., multiple layers of power cables in industrial plants or power stations): 2.5 mm to 3.0

mm or more .

Factors Influencing Thickness Selection

o Load Capacity: Heavier cables or multiple layers require thicker trays to prevent sagging and maintain

structural integrity .

o Span Between Supports: Longer spans (2.5-3 meters) necessitate thicker trays to avoid deflection .

o Material Type:

o Galvanized steel: Thickness must meet ASTM A653 standards for corrosion resistance .

o Stainless steel: Typically 2.0 mm or higher for chemical, marine, or corrosive environments .

o Aluminum: Selected based on strength-to-weight ratio and environmental conditions .

o Environmental Conditions: Outdoor, corrosive, or high-humidity environments require thicker trays with

protective coatings (galvanized, powder-coated, or stainless steel) to ensure longevity .

o Tray Type:

o Ladder trays: Prioritize side rail height and thickness for heavy loads and heat dissipation .

o Perforated or wire mesh trays: Thickness affects load capacity and support spacing .

Compliance with Standards

Cable tray thickness must comply with NEC Article 392, IEC 61537, and NEMA guidelines, which define

minimum mechanical and electrical requirements for safe installation . Proper thickness ensures structural

reliability, code compliance, and safe cable management.

Practical Recommendations
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o For industrial power plants: Use 2.5-3 mm thick trays, widths up to 1000 mm, capable of supporting

multiple cable layers .

o For commercial offices: Light-duty trays of 1.2-1.6 mm thickness, widths 150-300 mm, suitable for data and

LAN cables .

o For chemical or marine environments: Stainless steel trays >=2.0 mm with corrosion-resistant finishes,

widths 600-800 mm . Selecting the correct thickness is essential to prevent sagging, overheating, and potential

fire hazards, while balancing cost and installation efficiency. Always consider load, span, material,

environment, and future expansion when specifying cable tray thickness .

Perforated Cable Tray Load Capacities ... All tests per NEMA VE-1. 1.0mm thickness to maximum width of

300mm. All others tested

The NEMA VE standard for cable trays is the &quot;product&quot; standard which defines the requirements

and tests for cable tray and cable

This report provides a comprehensive analysis of cable tray thickness standards, material specifications, and

market

Specifies requirements for metal cable trays and associated fittings designed for use in accordance with the

rules of Canadian

This document specifies requirements and tests for cable tray systems and cable ladder systems intended for

the support and

This standard specifies the requirements for nonmetallic cable trays and associated fittings designed for use in

accordance with the

Discover the 2026 cable tray thickness standard for industrial and commercial use. Learn about IEC 61537,

load

The load capacity varies based on material, thickness, and design, supporting applications from light-duty to

heavy

Not all cable trays are equivalent. The mechanical and electrical characteristics, tests, certifications, overall

quality management,

Cable Tray Technical Guide A practical guide to product selection and installation This guide for engineers

and installers has been
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INTRODUCTION The B-Line series Cable Tray Manual was produced by our technical staff. We recognize

the need for a complete

This document provides a general specification for cable trays for an electrical project. It outlines technical

requirements, codes and

This guide covers cable ladder systems, cable tray systems, channel support systems and associated supports

intended for the

FDG CABLE TRAY FDG Cable Tray is designed to continuously support cable systems including; Power,

Data, and Audio Visual. A

IEC 61537:2023 specifies requirements and tests for cable tray systems and cable ladder systems intended for

the support and

Accessories for cable trays like bends, tees and reducers are also described. The document also outlines the

Web: https://bssoda.pl
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