
What color is the normally open indicator
on the distribution box 

Article Overview

The normally open (NO) indicator on a distribution box is typically green, indicating that the breaker or switch

is de-energized and safe.

Standard Color Conventions

In most electrical distribution systems, green is used to indicate a normally open or de-energized state, while

red usually indicates a closed or energized state . This convention is widely applied in utility and industrial

settings to signal safety: a green light shows that the circuit is safe to touch or work on, whereas a red light

warns that the circuit is live . Yellow or amber is often used for transitional states, such as a breaker in the

process of opening or closing .

Variations by Panel Type

o Power Control Panels: ON is often red, OFF is green, and TRIP is yellow .

o Motor Control Panels: Running is green, Stop is red, and Trip is yellow .

o Phase Indication: R phase is red, Y phase is yellow, B phase is blue .

Regional and Standard Differences

While green for open and red for closed is common, some regions or standards may reverse this. For example,

IEC-compliant equipment may use green for closed and red for open, whereas ANSI-based systems in the U.S.

often follow the opposite . The key is consistency within a facility to avoid confusion and ensure safety.

Practical Implications

When working with distribution boxes, always verify the facility-specific color coding and labeling. Even if

green is generally used for normally open, the actual indicator may vary depending on the manufacturer,

standard, or local practice . Clear signage and consistent use of colors are critical for safe operation and

maintenance.

What is Normally Open To make current flow, it requires some action like manual holding (ex: push button)

or contactor holding

The lamp will energize only if someone presses the switch, holding its normally-open contacts in the "closed"
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position. Normally-open

Power generation uses Red to indicate energized/dangerous conditions per NFPA 70E and utility standards.

Red ON

Lamps &amp; Lighting The following table provides the commonly used electrical wiring schematic symbols

for push-buttons and lamps

HW-L2CL LED Indicator Relay Functional Identification: Relay symbols visually

What is a semaphore indicator? Explore the complete 2025 guide on panel-mounted LED

Lights Indicator Wiring Diagram explanation in Urdu/Hindi Hear is a video tutorial which help

Red for emergencies, green for normal operation, and yellow for warnings. You should never change their

meanings

1?Differentiation of terminal color push button switch some from the color of the terminals can go to

distinguish, this is to avoid

circuit breaker &quot;push to close&quot; button color Board index Arc Flash and Electrical Safety General

Discussion

Normally open (NO) and normally closed (NC) are different terms used widely in the

?Check electrical parameters?: First understand the basic electrical parameters of Distribution

A distribution board (also known as panelboard, circuit breaker panel, breaker panel, circuit breaker, electric

panel, fuse box or DB

This is not a definitive list of all symbols used in electrical identification, but merely a guide to some of the

more commonly used

Green is typically open, Red is typically closed. Way back when Green was closed and red was open.

What to Look for When Choosing a Distribution Box If you''re going to buy a distribution box, there are

several things
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