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Article Overview

The recommended height for workshop cable trays depends on accessibility, safety, and cable type, typically
ranging from 7 to 10 feet above the floor for overhead installations.

General Guidelines

For workshop environments, cable trays are usually installed overhead to keep cables clear of work areas and
equipment. A typical height is 7 to 10 feet (2.1-3 meters) above the floor, which allows safe passage for
personnel and equipment while maintaining accessibility for maintenance and cable routing . Clearance should
also comply with local electrical codes and standards such as NEC, NEMA, and |EC.

Tray Type and Side Rail Height

0 Ladder trays: Prioritize width and side rail height for heavy power or instrumentation cables. Side rail
heights typically range from 2 to 6 inches, depending on load and cable diameter .

o Perforated or trough trays. Provide continuous bottom support with ventilation; side rail height isless critical
but must allow proper cable containment and airflow .

o0 Channel trays. Compact and suitable for control wiring; side rail height is usually smaller, around 1-2
inches, asthey carry lighter loads .

Support Spacing and Load Considerations

0 Short span trays. Supported every 6-8 feet for light indoor installations.

o Intermediate span trays: Supported every 10-12 feet.

0 Long span trays. Supported every 14-20 feet, with careful attention to splice plate placement . The tray
height above the floor should also consider the support structure and the weight of cables, ensuring that the
tray does not sag and maintains the minimum bending radius for cables .

Clearance and Safety

0 Maintain sufficient headroom for personnel and equipment.
0 Ensure minimum clearance from other services such as lighting, HVAC ducts, and sprinklers.
o Avoid placing traystoo low, which can obstruct workflow or create hazards .

Practical Tips

0 Measure cable diameters and calculate fill to select tray width and depth.

o Install trays at a consistent height to simplify routing and maintenance.

0 Use adjustable hangers or brackets to fine-tune height and maintain level runs.
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o Follow manufacturer specifications for maximum load and side rail height to prevent deflection or damage .
By combining these considerations, a workshop cable tray layout can achieve safe, accessible, and
code-compliant installation, ensuring long-term reliability and ease of maintenance.

Here'"s what you need to know: Cable Types: Only use conductors rated for open-air environments, such as
Tray

A technical checklist for cable tray placement and safety, based on SO 9241-5 and BIFMA

Learn about the benefits and applications of cable trays, and the specific advantages of using Snake Tray
products.

INTRODUCTION The B-Line series Cable Tray Manua was produced by our technical staff. We recognize
the need for a complete

Cable Tray Installation Guide The correct installation of cable trays is crucia for establishing a reliable and
efficient cable system. It

In designing supports for a cable tray system, consideration should be given to the loads associated with future
cable additions and

This guide covers cable ladder systems, cable tray systems, channel support systems and associated supports
intended for the

This method statement covers the site installation of the cable tray &amp; ladders and the requirements of
checksto be

How to design cable tray? Most projects are roughly defined at the start of cable tray design. For projects that
are not

Calculate V-cut dimensions, bolt hole positions, slope length, and hanger spacing for cable tray field
fabrication. SVG layout for on

Complete cable tray sizing guide with standard size chart, NEC calculation methods, and real engineering

Cable trays with arail height of 60 mm, in widths of 100 to 300 mm (RS 60.100 OV - RS 60.300 OV) are
used for ceiling and wall

Cable tray system shall be used for laying of MV and LV power, control, instrumentation and special cablesin
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3. Specification Selection for Cable Trays The height of the cable tray should be selected according to the
above table

Cable tray sizing is a technique of establishing the right dimensions of a cable tray system with regard to its
length,

Some applications may require the cable tray to support the weight of a single, dead object in addition to the
cable loads.
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